argues that the establishment of categories such as the medical resident and intern, clinical rounds and operating theaters in medical pedagogy, new surgical techniques, and expanding transnational professional networks help account for the professionalization and specialization of physicians as well as the growth of a commercially viable surgical culture. Moreover, changing hospital practices familiarized Koreans with bodily interventions such as the "physical examination, injection, surgery, and autopsy" (6) and facilitated their acceptance of the physical body as an object of research.
In the second section of the book, "Meet the State," DiMoia examines the nationwide family planning projects (1961 to mid-1970s) and antiparasite campaigns (1969 -95) that emerged out of the state's developmentalist strategies. These campaigns expanded the public health infrastructure via schools and throughout the countryside, mobilized professional and research communities, and acclimated South Koreans to the long reach of the state into the most intimate spaces of the bedroom (reproductive behavior) and bathroom (fecal sample collection). They also furthered South Koreans' acceptance and confidence in medical technology and bodily interventions, which reached an apex with the actual reconstruction or physical transformation of the body and face through plastic and rehabilitative surgery. South Koreans, DiMoia asserts, have now made "a medicine of their own" with a high degree of physical intervention that has earned for the country the nickname "the Republic of Plastic Surgery" (6).
Some observers attribute the rapid growth of plastic surgery to aesthetic desires and economic developments of the past few decades. Attitudes toward the aesthetic body, however, are not the whole story, and DiMoia deftly historicizes the growth of the plastic surgery specialization within an insurance and regulatory scheme that allowed for the privatization of healthcare and solidification of an elite medical community. Because of slow state reimbursement and governmental cost cutting measures, the post-1977 extension of health insurance actually (and ironically) increased physician's economic incentives to practice privately. Moreover, limited clinical regulations on their practices allowed physicians to pursue "surgical specialization, diagnostic tests, and the prescription of pharmaceuticals" (202) and to organize themselves (cooperatively in private hospitals/clinics and in professional and lobbying organizations) in the protection and promotion of their interests. Moreover, plastic surgery as a medical specialty drew from a longer heritage of medical research and experience including those of American physicians in the aftermath of the Korean War and Japanese physicians of the early twentieth century.
In a book as rich as this, it is easy for readers to get lost in the details. Overly ambitious, DiMoia touches on a broad range of issues in the medical historiography of South Korea including the legacies of the Japanese colonial past and foreign, Protestant missionary endeavors; tropical medicine and South Korea's participation in the Vietnam War; negotiations and agency in technology transfers; female empowerment and social stratification within public health campaigns; bioethics and drug regulation; medical research and the growth of academic disciplines such as demography and parasitology; relationships between healers or health administrators and their patients/clients; and transformation of traditional KM into a legitimate medical system. As a result, the narrative often loses focus.
Moreover, it is not clear what DiMoia means by the making of a "South Korean" medicine. Is it the process of South Korea's ambivalent and potentially painful embrace of biomedicine? The evolution of a health infrastructure to meet South Korea's particular needs? The production of an independent research practice? The high degree of physical intervention in medical practices? It is likely that DiMoia considers all the above. It is also probable that his deliberate use of the term "South Korean" medicine reflects his engagement in conversations that leans toward nationalist paradigms in Korean, medical historiography.
Nevertheless, Reconstructing Bodies is a welcome addition to the growing scholarship on medicine and the body in East Asia. It is the first full-length monograph of Korea's post-1945 medical history in the English language and would appeal to readers with interests in Korea's political or medical history as well as interests in American medicine, reproductive politics, and the plastic surgery specialization. DiMoia draws from a rich variety of previously untapped sources, including oral histories, private papers, and archives from the U.S. military occupation and international aid organizations. As he himself writes, this is just a start. There are many more stories to tell. Let us hope other scholars heed the call. Today, the idea that mothers are responsible for the emotional health, well being, and personality development of their children sits at the heart of
